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SINGAPORE
ROUND-UP

SMOKERS UNCONCERNED
ABOUT HEALTH OF OTHERS

ALMOST all smokers are aware
of the harm of second-hand
smoke to others but more than
half of them continue to smoke
in front of their friends and
family who don't smoke, accord-
ing to a recent poll of 243
smokers here.

The poll, conducted by
pharmaceutical company Pfizer,
also found that 55.6 per cent of
respondents admitted they did
not always abide by the law
that restricts smoking near
building entrances and exits.

S'PORE-NEVADA TIE-UP
ON GAMING REGULATION

A MEMORANDUM of Under-
standing signed between the
Casino Regulatory Authority of
Singapore and the Nevada
Gaming Control Board yesterday
will pave the way for enhanced
collaboration between the two
bodies in the field of gaming
requlation. This includes the
sharing of expertise, as well as
exchange visits.

JWT AMONG 3 FINALISTS
OF SPH'S THE PITCH CONTEST

SINGAPORE Press Holdings
yesterday announced the three
finalists for The Pitch, a reality
contest that challenges adver-
tising agencies.

They are (in no order of
merit) JWT, BBDO/Proximity
and Bates 141. The three teams
will meet next Thursday for the
grand finals.

Water industry set to boom

By Joy Fanc

INGAPORE'S economy is

expected to get a boost of

at least $590 million per
year through investments made
in the water industry that would
generate at least another 2,300
Jjobs over the next five years.

This is almost double what
the industry contributed in
2005. It had then contributed
$660 million to Singapore’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
and some 6,300 jobs.

The Environment and Water
Industry Programme Office
(EWT) - an inter-agency body
comprising PUB, the Economic
Development Board (EDB) and
International Enterprise Singa-
pore - formed in 2006, revealed
these figures yesterday at a me-
dia briefing held at the Marina
Barrage.

Mr Yeoh Keat Chuan, EDB’s
assistant managing director,
said that EWI has already
crossed the halfway mark to-
wards its target of contributing
$1.7 hillion to Singapore’s GDP
and 11,000 jobs by 2015.

The ageney is confident that
it will be able to reach this tar-
get by then, he added.

The EWI said the addition to
the GDP and injection of new
jobs stem from new projects se-
cured by the industry from

TRANSFORMATION OF THE WATER INDUSTRY

| 2006 | 201
Number of water companies | 50 | more than 70 | +*
Number of corporate R&D centres 1 (14 ke
Number of public-sector R&D centres 2 '8 -
Number of testhedding projects (cumulative) 15 107 Yy
2005 2011 - 2015
Contribution to GDP $660m | At least $1.25b | 4+
Contribution to jobs 6300 | AtleastBgoo &

SOURCE: ENVIRONMENT AND WATER INDUSTRY PROGRAMME OFFICE

2006 to last year. They will be
added to the economy when the
projects are fully realised.

The majority of the new jobs
are expected to go to highly
skilled professionals, such as en-
gineers for high-value manufac-
turing and research engineers.

About 70 per cent of these
jobs are expected to go to Singa-
poreans and permanent resi-
dents.

This comes in the wake of
the Research, Innovation and
Enterprise Council — chaired by
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong - naming in 2006 envi-
ronmental and water technolo-
gies as one of three key research
areas to focus on for economic
growth.

About $330 million in fund-
ing was pumped in from the Na-
tional Research Foundation for
this purpose.

Small actions, big
green contributions

By JEcoLia ToNG

IT MAY be a small green ges-
ture but it is hoped that it will
go a long way towards counter-
ing climate change.

Staff of Sharp Electronics
(Singapore) will not only switch
off the lights in their River Val-
ley Road office during lunch

Hundreds
have given
minister

feedback
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Development (MND) than in
the Ministry of Health over the
next five years, he spoke about
the flood of feedback he has re-
ceived from “hundreds” of
e-mail messages, letters and

time next Friday but they will al-
so set their computers to ener-
gy-saving mode.

They will also be encouraged
to leave the office on time.

Sharp Electronics is one of
about 30 participants who have
pledged to do their part on Eco
Action Day 2011 on June 3, so
far.

Fco Action Day, an annual

messages on Facebook.

They offered him advice and
suggestions and Mr Khaw said
he expects to receive more.

The feedback has given him
a “feel of the nature” and “the
scale of the unhappiness and
concerns’.

While several people have
“wisely advised” him “not to try
to please all as that will surely
fail”, he said that it was not pos-
sible to please everyone as the
demands are often contradictory.

Mr Khaw wrote: “For exam-
ple, many want me to bring
property prices down. Many al-
s0 warn me not to bring prices

Since then, Singapore has de-
veloped into a thriving centre
for water-related research and
development (R&D), as well as
for testbedding projects.

For instance, the number of
testbedding projects here multi-
plied, from 15 to a total of 107
this year, while the number of
water companies in this indus-
try stands at more than 70, up
from 50 in 2006.

Singapore-based companies
have also managed to gain a
foothold internationally, secur-
ing $8.4 billion worth of over-
seas projects since 2006.

Projects in the Middle East
and North Africa made up
the bulk of contracts secured,
including Hyflux’s seawater
desalination plant in Algeria.

Mr Goh Chee Kiong, director
of the clean-technology depart-
ment in EDB, said overseas com-

event held here since 2007, is or-
ganised by Ricoh Asia Pacific
and the Singapore Environment
Council (SEC).

It focuses on resource and en-
ergy conservation. Participants
have to pledge action upon com-
pleting registration online.

“People are often put off and
become impartial to green is-
sues as the issues appear too im-
mense to tackle, and most feel
powerless to do anything to
change things,” said an SEC
spokesman,

“The Eco Action Day cam-
paign demonstrates that small
actions by individuals multi-

dﬂ“«"ﬂ.

“I am, therefore, realistic
about what is doable.”

He said that he will consult
widely - with experts, custom-
ers, industry players and Singa-
poreans — and use both online
and offline communication
platforms to engage groups of
varving sizes.

This will also be done
through closed-door forums,
open forums and big or small
groups.

He said: “It will be time-con-
suming but I am sure (it) will
be enriching and educational.”
sujint@sph.com.sg

panies value Singapore as an at-
tractive investment location be-
cause of the country’s excellent
infrastructure, strong govern-
ment backing and the ease of do-
ing business.

Singapore has R&D centres
and opportunities for testbed-
ding as well as commercialisa-
tion and export — something
unique compared to other parts
of the world, said Mr Goh.

The country is also a vibrant
marketplace, offering a conven-
ient place for companies to
form R&D partnerships.

“These selling points will
continue to be our focus, going
tforward. There’s still a lot of
work to be done, the journey
ahead is still very long, We will
remain steadfast in focusing on
our differentiated advantages,”
he said.

joyfang@sph.com.sg

HELPDESK HmF#

Gross domestic product:
ERE~2ME

guo néi shéng chan zong zhi

Testbedding: £ L4 & A9
zud wei shi yan tai de

Desalination: ;g 75k
hai shui dan hua

Selling points: 22 /2, mai didn

plied across many organisations
make for a significant contribu-
tion to change.”

Ms Wong Yee Thing, who is
part of Ricoh's Regional Envi-
ronmental Management Group,
said that Eco Action Day also
commemorates World Environ-
ment Day, which is on June 5.

This year, the organisers of
Eco Action Day are hoping to re-
ceive more sign-ups than the 46
who pledged to do their part
last year.

They are also targeting to do
better than last year, when car-
bon-dioxide emissions were re-
duced by 4,141.13kg - an
amount that would fill about
265,000 balloons - on Eco Ac-
tion Day.

The organisers also hope
that green practices, such as sav-
ing electricity, will be adopted
by participants permanently.

As of yestergﬂy, Eco Action
Day’s participants include com-
panies, schools, government
agencies, community centres
and hospitals.

The SEC spokesman said:
“There is definitely a growing
awareness and concern here in
Singapore regarding energy and
resource conservation.

“Judging by the response
from the community and indus-
try towards our programmes,
the awareness is being translat-
ed into action.”
jtong@sph.com.sg



